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Van and truck business news
7 May 2009

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio


	Press release number:
	4654
	Release:
	Now


Van and truck registrations down over 40%
· Registrations: down 44.8% in April, down 27.7% to 286,841 for the rolling year.
· Trucks: down 41.0% in April, down 11.6% to 49,874 for the rolling year.
· Vans: down 45.6% for the month and down 30.3% to 236,967 for the rolling year.
	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2009

	
	April
	% change
	Year to  date
	% change

	Total
	16,976
	- 44.8%
	75,067
	- 44.4%

	Vans
	13,960
	- 45.6%
	62,644
	- 45.6%

	Trucks
	3,016
	- 41.0%
	12,423
	- 37.8%


“UK commercial vehicle registrations continue to fall steeply reflecting slow sales over the last six months, but a few truck makers report an increase in enquiries.  In many cases the price differential caused by the low value of the pound against the euro stifles potential sales,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “While we see the government’s policy bringing some relief, confidence remains subdued.  We see little evidence to indicate a quick recovery and expect a record low for year-end van and truck registrations.
For the first time, the Excel data table with this press release shows light truck registrations between 3.5 and 6.0 tonnes, by brand.  This should make for easier comparisons with mainland European registration data.

Total van and truck registrations: Rolling year comparison 2002 to 2009
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Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 16.8% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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 1.8 - 2.6t  mth & RYT 2008
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All light commercial vehicles








 Rolling year: down 30.3% to 236,967.








 Month: down 45.6% to 13,960.








 YTD: down 45.6% to 62,644.




















Light vans








 Rolling year: down 32.9% to 35,531.








 Month:  down 30.6% to 2,651.








 YTD: down 44.5% to 9,653.














Car type pick-ups








 Rolling year: down 68.5% to 2,744.








 Month: down 71.7% to 155.








 YTD: down 81.8% to 502.











Medium vans








 Rolling year:  down 9.2% to 39,556.








 Month: down 22.3% to 2,521.








 YTD: down 16.6% to 11,959.








Heavy vans








 Rolling year: down 32.4% to 154,945.








 Month: down 52.6% to 8,388.








 YTD: down 50.3% to 39,020.














Trucks








 Rolling year: down 11.6% to 49,874.








 Month: down 41.0% to 3,016.








 YTD: down 37.8% to 12,423.











Rigids








 Rolling year: down 10.9% to 34,287.








 Month: down 36.3% to 2,208.








 YTD: down 32.3% to 9,209.














Two-axle artics








 Rolling year: down 2.6% to 3,633.








 Month: down 55.4% to 170.








 YTD: down 45.3% to 608.














Three-axle artics








 Rolling year: down 16.0% to 11,954.








 Month: down 49.5% to 638.








 YTD: down 50.6% to 2,606.











Vans and truck up to six tonnes GVW








 Rolling year: down 29.7% to 245,295.








 Month: down 45.1% to 14,550.








 YTD: down 44.8% to 65,189.








Trucks over six tonnes GVW








 Rolling year: down 13.0% to 41,546.








 Month: down 43.2% to 2,426.








 YTD: down 42.0% to 9,878.
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